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Good morning friends.  It’s good to be here with you, and to dive back into our study of The Gospel of Mark.  As we move into MARK 6:1-13, we’ll find Jesus heading back to His hometown of Nazareth.  Along the way, Jesus finds that people’s unbelief keeps Him from doing miracles … and then He sends His first twelve disciples out on a short-term missions trip, and in doing so He teaches us what’s really important as we live out the things God asks us to do with Him, and for Him, and through Him.  

In ROMANS 12:3, the Apostle Paul tells us that God gives every one of His followers a measure of faith.  And gang, when you and I come to God through Jesus Christ and begin our life with Him, God gives all of us the SAME AMOUNT OF FAITH, the SAME MEASURE OF FAITH … I think it’s about 2/3 of a cup, but I don’t have actual Scriptural verification for that!  But then here’s the deal, this measure of faith either GROWS or SHRINKS based on the choices you and I make each day.

This measure of faith GROWS as we make the choices needed to be WORSHIPPERS and SERVERS OF GOD, to be LISTENERS and OBEYERS OF GOD, and to be HEARERS OF GOD’S WORD and DOERS OF GOD’S WORD.  And this measure of faith SHRINKS as we make the choice to keep ourselves, not God at the center of our lives, and as we willfully refuse to become WORSHIPPERS and SERVERS OF GOD.

And then, like happened with Jesus’ original twelve disciples, as our measure of faith grows, God sees us as INFORMED AND FORMED, as READY AND ABLE, as EQUIPPED AND ENCOURAGED … and in a place of readiness that’s more defined by our FAITH-FULNESS, and by a LONG OBEDIENCE IN THE SAME DIRECTION TO GOD than by any kind of HUMAN QUALIFICATION that our flesh so often wants us to focus on … and in this place of FAITHFULNESS and READINESS, God sends us out to do things for Him that we could never do on our own.  Do you see it?

And so as we come to MARK 6, we see what I’ll call, an UNFOLDING OF UNBELIEF in the hearts and the minds of the people around Jesus …  In vv. 1-6 we see this UNFOLDING OF UNBELIEF in the people hanging out with Jesus.  And then in vv. 14-28, the verses we’ll look at next Sunday, we see this UNFOLDING OF UNBELIEF in the people coming against Jesus – most of them the Jewish Religious Leaders.  And then in vv. 35-37, the verses that will be part of what we dig into two weeks from now, we even see this UNFOLDING OF UNBELIEF in Jesus’ own disciples.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON
None of us are standing still in our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our measure of faith is either GROWING or SHRINKING.  BELIEF and UNBELIEF GROW or SHRINK by the choices you and I make every day.
I want to challenge you to confront and honestly answer the question I’m about to ask you before leaving here today.  Where are you on this continuum of BELIEF and UNBELIEF?  Are you GROWING in your BELIEF in Jesus Christ … have you made it the unshakeable priority of your life you’re making Him the foundation, the rock of your life?  Or is UNBELIEF unfolding and GROWING in your heart and mind?

If your measure of faith, if your BELIEF is GROWING, then keep doing what you’re doing.  But if your measure of faith, if your BELIEF is SHRINKING, then I want to admonish you to admit that it’s time to get really serious about making some changes in your life as a follower of Jesus Christ.  Here are four specific things you and I can do to keep our measures of faith GROWING instead of SHRINKING.

1. MAKE BEING INVOLVED IN CHURCH EACH SUNDAY A PRIORITY

You need your church, and your church needs you.  OUR MISSION HERE AT 2ND STREET … BECOMING MORE LIKE JESUS CHRIST BY LOVING GOD, LOVING PEOPLE, AND SERVING OUR WORLD is something that we’re serious about pursuing with our whole hearts, minds, and strength … and we can’t do it alone.  And likewise, neither can you live your Christian life alone.

I want to encourage you to make being here at 2nd Street each Sunday a priority, and not just an option when nothing else is going on.  There are a lot of people in every church who love their church, they tell people its their church, and they might even invite people to attend it … even though they’re hardly ever there.  But listen to me … there’s a connection between CONSISTENCY and STABILITY.  Turn to the person next to you and say, “I NEED YOU, AND YOU NEED ME.”

2. SERVE SOMEWHERE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST

Start SERVING somewhere.  Read the 2nd Street Sunday bulletin, or pick up the 2ND STREET MAGAZINE, or check out our new 2ND STREET WEEKLY EMAIL UPDATE, or get on our website at www.2ndstreet.org and find out where the options are to SERVE.  God never wanted your involvement in church to become A SPECTATOR SPORT.  He wants you down on the field and in the game.  The question isn’t “IF GOD WANTS YOU TO SERVE.”  The question is, “WHERE GOD WANTS YOU TO SERVE.” 

3. JOIN A COMMUNITY GROUP

Get involved in 2nd Street Community Group … information about them is in the Sunday bulletin … and beginning in July, we’ll be making some shifts in how and why we get together in small groups.  2nd Streeter Jodi Hansen will begin ministering among us as our volunteer MISSIONAL COMMUNITY GROUPS PASTOR – casting the vision for connecting, serving, and learning in the name of Jesus Christ, with hearts bent toward transformation, growth, and maturity.  I’ll share more with you about this on Sunday, 5 June.

4. TAKE THE COMPASS SEMINAR

Take our COMPASS SEMINAR and learn how God has wired you, and is calling you to serve Him and other people in ways that will lead to spiritual maturity and to a fuller, more stable faith.  2nd Streeter Lynne Brown will begin ministering among us in July as our volunteer DIRECTOR OF EQUIPPING AND SERVING, and three times a year Lynne will lead the 3-week, 90-minute long COMPASS SEMINAR, where you can join with other 2nd Streeters learn more about how God wants to weave together your spiritual gifts, your personality, and your life experiences, to help you discover God’s calling in your life.  I’ll also share more with you about the COMPASS SEMINAR on Sunday, 5 June.

MARK 6:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Jesus went out from there and came into His hometown [Nazareth]; and His disciples followed Him.
2 When the Sabbath came, He began to teach in the synagogue; and the many listeners were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, and such miracles as these performed by His hands? [emphasis added]

Jesus headed West from the Sea of Galilee, and back to His hometown of Nazareth.  Remember, Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 6 miles South of Jerusalem … but after returning from Egypt, where Joseph and Mary took Him for several years when Herod was killing all the Jewish baby boys, trying to get rid of any possible Messiahs, Jesus and His family returned to Nazareth, which was about 60 miles North from Jerusalem, just West of NW tip of the Sea of Galilee … and then Nazareth remained Jesus’ home from then until He began His public ministry when He was baptized in the Jordan River by His cousin, John, at about 30 years old.

When Jesus came home to Nazareth, it was about a year since His ministry began … and the people He bumped into there, on the streets, and in the synagogue, and at the market, were the ones who knew Him while He was growing up.  But now He's preaching with this new kind of wisdom they hadn’t encountered before … and He’s performing miracles, healings, and casting demons out of people.

And instead of embracing Jesus’ wisdom, teachings, miracles, and healings, the people of His hometown are looking at Him through what the Apostle Paul calls in FIRST CORINTHIANS 2:14, natural eyes.

FIRST CORINTHIANS 2:14 (NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

14 The unbeliever [the person not yet in a relationship with God] does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him.  And he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. [emphasis added]

So the people in Nazareth couldn’t receive Jesus as a man of God, let alone as the Messiah, sent by God to save them from their sins because by and large, they weren’t yet in relationships with God.  And in v. 3 we read what they said about Jesus when He and His disciples hit town …
MARK 6:3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?  Are not His sisters here with us?”  And they took offense at Him.

Earlier in The Gospel of Mark, in MARK 3 we read about Jesus being in conflict with His family … as they struggled with who He was, what He’d come to do, and how His teachings and ministry were rocking the boat of traditional Judaism … calling people to open up their hearts and minds to a new kind of relationship with God – one based on love and grace, and on forgiveness and mercy, and not just on trying to keep some exterior form of religious practice.  It seems like things had died down a bit on this front between MARK 3-6, or at least we haven’t read anything more about it.  But now that Jesus is back in Nazareth the conflict comes back to the surface.

ILLUSTRATION … After viewing the art in a renowned museum, a man said to the guard, “I don’t see any anything so great here.”  “Sir,” the guard answered, “the paintings aren’t what’s on trial here.  The visitors are.”  How true.  If you look at a Rembrandt or a Van Gogh, and say, “I don’t see anything special”, your words don’t diminish the value of the art … they simply reveal your ignorance about art.

So when people said, “We don’t see anything special about Jesus.  He’s just the carpenter, and we know His mother, brothers, and sisters,” they were simply showing their ignorance about who Jesus was, and revealing their inability to discern truth and accept it.

I can see how the truth about who Jesus was, was a struggle for people to think through, let alone really grab onto.  I mean, when Jesus left Nazareth He was a carpenter.  And now He’s come back as a rabbi, complete with a group of disciples.  So it’s not hard to see how the Nazareth locals would wonder what in the world happened to Him.  When the people said, “Isn’t this just Jesus the carpenter?” it was a slap shot … a way of jeeringly pointing out that as far as they knew Jesus didn’t have any real theological training, and He’d never been a formal disciple of any rabbi, much less a disciple of any well-known rabbi. 

MATTHEW 13:55 tells us that Jesus’ father, Joseph was a carpenter.  And here in v. 3, we’re told that Jesus Himself was also a carpenter.  Like father, like son.  The vocation of carpenter in Jesus’ day was actually much broader than just a person who took wood and made things like tables and chairs.  The word carpenter has in it the wider idea of a builder.  And so as a builder, Jesus had probably worked with stone as much as with wood, because stone was a much more common building material during Jesus’ lifetime and in this part of the world.  I love that of all the professions God could have chosen for Jesus, He chose that He’d be a carpenter, a builder.

Gang, God is a builder … from the first moments of creation, to the work He’s up to in your life and in my life … God is a God of movement, change, and creation.  And when God starts a job, how many of you know that He stays on it until it’s finished?  This reminds me of a verse I read at Larry Stark’s Memorial Service on Thursday …
PHILIPPIANS 1:6 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue His work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.

Bible teacher David Guzik, offers us three important things he believes Jesus no doubt learned as a builder and carpenter growing up in Nazareth …

1. Jesus learned there’s a lot of POTENTIAL in a log or in a stone.
2. Jesus learned it takes work and time to make something USEABLE.
3. Jesus learned the FINEST THINGS are often made from the hardest, gnarliest pieces of wood or stone.

God knows that all the life experiences you and I have had … the good and the bad, and our successes and our failures, are all part of what make us who we are RIGHT NOW TODAY.  And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON

God sees our POTENTIAL, more than He sees our LACKING.  God believes ANYONE is USEABLE if they’re surrendered to Him.  God loves SHOWING US THE MEANING BEHIND OUR EXPERIENCES so that He can REDEEM OUR PASTS, and GIVE US A FUTURE AND A HOPE. 

If Jesus’ father had been alive when this story happened, the people probably would have referred to Him as Joseph’s son, instead of as Mary’s son.  Because Jesus was the oldest of His siblings, He probably stayed home after Joseph died until His younger siblings were old enough to support the family … and then His ministry began.

Some Christians believe Jesus didn’t have brothers and sisters, and that Mary remained a virgin her whole life.  But Jesus had siblings who were also the children of Mary and Joseph – and we read about His brothers His sisters in other places in the three Gospels (MATTHEW 13:56), and in GALATIANS 1:19, in JUDE 1, and in FIRST CORINTHAINS 9:5.  In the end, there’s just too much Scriptural evidence to not believe that Jesus Christ had numerous half-brothers and half-sisters.

MARK 6:4-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and among his own relatives and in his own household.”
5 And He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them.
6 And He wondered at their unbelief.  And He was going around the villages teaching.

Jesus apparently accepted this judgment from the people He’d grown up with as part of the price of being the Messiah, but I think we’d be wrong to believe that it didn’t hurt to be rejected this way by His family, friends, and neighbors.
v. 5 is really interesting to me, because apparently in this climate of unbelief, Jesus’ power of affected by the unbelief of the people around Him.  This doesn’t mean JESUS PHYSICALLY COULDN'T PERFORM ANY MIRACLES … but that JESUS MORALLY COULDN'T PERFORM ANY MIRACLES.  Jesus could PHYSICALLY PERFORM whatever miracle He wanted to do, just like we see Him laying His hands on and healing several sick people here.

But Jesus couldn't MORALLY PERFORM miracles among these unbelieving folks living in Nazareth, in that He refused to attempt to prove Himself to people who refused to have faith.  This reminds me of something Jesus said in MATTHEW 7:6 …

MATTHEW 7:6 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

6 Don’t give to dogs what belongs to God.  They will only turn and attack you.  Don’t throw pearls down in front of pigs.  They will trample all over them.

Apparently because of how God had set things up for Jesus during His life and earthly ministry, Jesus could work freely where there was no belief, but He somehow limited Himself when there was unbelief.  No belief was apathy, and Jesus can work with that.  But unbelief was opposition, and Jesus doesn’t force His way onto anybody.

Here’s how the first line of v. 6 is expressed in several different translations and paraphrases …

MARK 6:6a

6a He was amazed because of their unbelief. (NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION)
6a He wondered at their unbelief.  (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
6a He marveled because of their unbelief. (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)
6a He couldn't get over their stubbornness. (THE MESSAGE)
6a Their lack of faith astonished Him. (J.B. PHILLIPS, NT IN MODERN ENGLISH)
 
And just like Jesus was amazed, wondered, marveled, and astonished at the stubbornness of the unbelief He saw in the people around Him in Nazareth 2,000+ years ago … I wonder what He thinks when He looks at our level of BELIEF and UNBELIEF in Him, and at our level of trust in Him?

Interestingly, we never read in MARK, or in any of the other three Gospels, that Jesus marveled at art, or at architecture, or even at the wonders of creation all around Him as He traveled around.  Likewise, we never read about Jesus being amazed or astonished at human ingenuity or invention.  Nor did He marvel at the piety of the Jewish people or the military dominance of the Roman Empire.  But Jesus did marvel at faith - when it was PRESENT in an unexpected place, and when it was ABSENT from where He was hoping, praying, or expecting it to be.

And I love how v. 6 ends … and He was going around the villages teaching … I’m digging the fact that Jesus didn’t let this rejection by His friends and even family debilitate Him or keep Him from living out His calling.  Instead, without bitterness or even full-on verbal rejection, Jesus just got on with the business of living out what God had called Him to do and so He went out into the surrounding villages teaching.  Remember our FIRST FAITH LESSON this morning?

FAITH LESSON

None of us are standing still in our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our measure of faith is either GROWING or SHRINKING.  BELIEF and UNBELIEF GROW or SHRINK by the choices you and I make every day.

Gang, you and I can reject the Word of God and it’s instruction for our lives, and continue in sin.  But there’s always a price to pay for making this choice … and it’s a price that we usually don’t have to wait very long to begin paying.  Like the Apostle Paul writes in GALATIANS, 6:7 … Do not be deceived:  God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  When we reject God’s Word and instruction for our lives, our hearts are hardened with UNBELIEF.

In The New Testament, in HEBREWS 3 we read that the Israelites heard God’s voice, and made the choice to harden their hearts … and because of that choice, God didn’t allow them to enter into the Promised Land.  Gang, listen to me … hardening our hearts to God, and to the work, to the instruction, to the correction, and to the pruning of God in our lives has very real and serious consequences.

Let’s be followers of Jesus Christ whose measures of faith are GROWING, not SHRINKING every day because we’re choosing to live the kind of lives described by playwright Steven Schwartz in a song in his 1970’s musical GODSPELL …

Day by day … day by day … Oh dear Lord, three things I pray 
To SEE Thee more CLEARLY … To LOVE Thee more DEARLY 
To FOLLOW Thee more NEARLY … day by day.

Gang, let’s make knowing and living into the truth of this song the cry of our hearts as followers of Jesus Christ whose measures of faith are GROWING, not SHRINKING!  Let’s wrap up this morning’s teaching by reading vv. 7-13 …

MARK 6:7-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 And He summoned the twelve and began to send them out in pairs, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits;
8 and He instructed them that they should take nothing for their journey, except a mere staff – no bread, no bag, no money in their belt –
9 but to wear sandals; and He added, “Do not put on two tunics.”
10 And He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave town.
11 “Any place that does not receive you or listen to you, as you go out from there, shake the dust off the soles of your feet for a testimony against them.”
12 They went out and preached that men should repent.
13 And they were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them.

In JOHN 20:21 Jesus said “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you”.  And here Jesus is sending His disciples out to do the same things that He’s been up to since beginning His public ministry … preaching, healing the sick, and freeing people from demonic possession.  And He told them to not take too much stuff with them on the journey – because they didn’t need the distractions that come when we’re carrying too much stuff with us.  NOTE TO SELF, RIGHT?

We don’t need fancy equipment to preach a simple message – because most of the time, too much stuff just gets in the way of living out and speaking out the urgent message.  Jesus knew that TRAVELLING LIGHT would keep His disciples more dependent on God for their everyday needs.  AGAIN, NOTE TO SELF.

When we begin to think MISSIONALLY … when we really begin to understand that as followers of Jesus Christ we don’t need to leave the country to “GO ON A MISSION” … because our lives are supposed to be lived “ON MISSION” every day … this is why we talk about our MISSION here at 2nd Street so much … because when our MISSION stops being a cute little slogan and starts becoming what defines our lives, and in fact, as it begins to breathes life into our lives because of the way we’re living it out … it only begins to change everything about how we view the lives of faith God is calling us to live.  I love reading the instructions Jesus gives to His disciples here … because in doing so He lays out the basics of what real MISSION AND MINISTRY are to be about.  

And the point isn’t that these are hard and fast rules that always need to be followed, but rather, that they’re lessons all of us as followers of Jesus Christ need to learn near the beginning of our life with Christ … when we first get our measure of faith … so that they can become the foundation for how we LOOK AT OUR MISSION and LIVE OUT OUR MISSION, daily BEING who Jesus Christ is calling us to be, and daily DOING what Jesus Christ calls us to do.  And here’s the main lesson I see Jesus wanting His disciples then and now to figure out from this …

We don’t need whiz-bang gadgets to effectively live out our MISSION as followers of Christ.  It’s not a sin to have things like sound systems, a computer, good instruments, and more.  But we’ve got to learn that ministry is dependent on God being at work and us cooperating with Him, and not on our gadgets or our slick programming.

You’ve heard me say it before, and you’ll hear me say it again … MUCH OF THE TIME, GOD DOESN’T CALL THE EQUIPPED, GOD EQUIPS THE CALLED.  And it’s amazing what God can get done through somebody with nothing more in his or her hands except for surrender and a willingness to be obedient to go, to say, and to do, wherever God asks them to go, and whatever God asks them to say and do.  You think God can’t use you?  You’re wrong.
ILLUSTRATION … For up to a month at a time, I’ve traveled to Cuba on ministry trips 5 times in the past 10 years, and when I go, the Cubana Airlines has a 40-pound limit for luggage.  And each time before leaving, I get kind of panicky about how I’m going to survive without all the things I want to take with me to be able to do the ministry I think I need to do.  But then when I get there, I always find out again, that all it takes to go out and do something significant for God is a willing heart, and 40-pounds of luggage.

I love how Jesus told His disciples in Nazareth, and how He tells us today, that as we share the Good News of the Gospel with people who aren’t yet in a relationship with God … that it isn’t our job to change people’s minds.  God just wants us to learn how to lean into Him and depend on Him to help us persuasively present the message of why and how Jesus Christ stepped out of heaven so that He can step into our lives.  

And if and when the people we’re sharing with don’t receive the message, we’re not supposed weren’t to freak out, get all-defensive, or wallow in depression.  If our families, or friends, or other listeners don’t receive our message, like Jesus’ disciples being sent out of Nazareth in this passage, we can just leave and go onto the next person or town or situation.
 
And Jesus’ disciples received this commissioning from Him and they took off!  Remember the story of the three frogs?  Three frogs sat on a log.  One frog decided to jump into the water.  How many frogs are sitting on the log?  Three.  Deciding to do something means nothing … it’s action that matters, and that shows real commitment and obedience.  We can hear Jesus’ words all day long, but something is missing until WE JUMP OFF THE LOG AND DO WHAT HE TELLS US TO DO.
 
v. 12 … to preach simply means, to proclaim … to announce the Good News of Jesus Christ to them.  And here’s the deal … you may not believe me right now, but believe me when I tell you that some of the best, most effective preaching doesn’t happen inside a church.  It happens when every-day followers of Jesus Christ obediently have one-on-one conversations with other people they’re in relationship, other people God brings across their path … and telling them first-person about what Jesus Christ has done and is doing in their lives.

And so the disciples preached that people should repent, and they anointed sick people with oil, prayed for them, and healed them.  Either way it’s healing … spiritual or physical.  If you want the 2nd Street elders, and other folks on our prayer team to come over to your house and anoint you with oil and pray for you, please let us know on your CONNECTION CARD, or tell me on Sunday morning, or call the office.  Here’s how Jesus’ half-brother James talks about this in JAMES 5:14 …

JAMES 5:14 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

14 Anyone who is sick should call the church’s elders.  They should pray for and pour oil on the person in the name of the Lord.

Your elders and the 2nd Street prayer team welcome making this kind of sacred connection with the people in our flock.  So please, don’t be timid about asking them for this kind of ministry with you.  Friends, let’s be the people God is calling us to be … so that we can then do the things God is calling us to do … followers of His Son Jesus Christ whose measures of faith are GROWING not SHRINKING.

NEXT SUNDAY, PASTOR GREGG MARK 6:14-22.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!  ALSO, PLEASE COME TO THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. AND HAVE DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR GREGG.
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